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(A) Policy Statement

A test requisition form of type appropriate to the specimen submitted and the test requested must accompany all specimens 
received in the laboratory.  Patient identification information and specification of the nature of the sample are to be clearly 
and legibly displayed on both specimen container and requisition.  

(B) Purpose of Policy

To establish a method to provide information about patient specimens submitted to the laboratory in order to obtain 
optimum results.  

(C) Procedure

1. Specimen labels must be applied to the body of the container in a manner which will not interfere with opening and
closing and are not to be placed (exclusively) on the lid.  This information MUST include:

 Patient's full name, UTMC medical record number and/or date of birth or stated age.
 Nature of specimen, site of origin on body
 Date and time specimen obtained, with the exception of surgical specimens submitted for anatomical pathology.

Date and time are noted on the requisition for these specimens.

2. The requisition MUST include Medical Necessity/Diagnosis if this is an outpatient requisition.  It also SHOULD contain
additional information, including:

 Nature of procedure used in obtaining specimen, other than venipuncture.
 Relevant brief clinical information should be provided on all tissue specimens and other specimens as needed.

This may include:
 Laboratory or imaging findings
 Relevant medical history

3. Should information so provided to the laboratory be sufficiently incomplete, conflicting, or ambiguous, to compromise
interpretation of results, the laboratory may choose to contact the physician’s office or nursing unit for clarification
and/or further information.
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