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(A) Policy Statement 

Adult Individuals seeking services for substance use treatment in the Psychiatric Outpatient Clinic will meet 
specific admission criteria.  
 
(B) Purpose of Policy 

To ensure individuals receive the specific services needed. 
 
(C) Procedure 

1.  Potential patients will be screened for eligibility at first contact, through a phone interview screening 
process. 

2.  After screening is complete, patient will either be scheduled for an assessment for outpatient services or 
referred for possible inpatient admission. 

3.  Patients will be thoroughly assessed by a licensed clinician. 

4. Providers shall determine level of care by conducting a Diagnostic Assessment and multi-dimensional 
assessment utilizing the American Society of Addiction Medicine criteria, also known as the ASAM 
patient placement criteria. 

5. When a patient is placed in or referred to a level of care other than the assessed level of care, providers shall 
document the rationale. 

6. Patients are offered resource information regarding providers and services outside of the program as 
appropriate. 

7.  For patients seeking medication assisted treatment: 

a) Patients are not admitted solely for pain relief purposes. 

b) Patients are not excluded from services if they are not currently physiologically dependent, patients can 
meet mild criteria and be appropriate for services.  

c) A physician or designee reviews the examination performed by the licensed clinician.   
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